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Psychologic Foundations of Education. By W. T. Harris, U. S. Com- 
missioner of Education. New York, D. Appleton & Co., 1898. — pp. 
xxxv, 400. 

The first observation that should be made concerning this volume is that 
instead of being a treatise upon any one subject, it is a Grundriss or en- 
cyclopedic outline of many subjects, psychological, ethical, social, philo- 
sophical and educational. 

The book is divided into three parts. The first part treats of psychologic 
method. A prominent writer on psychology was recently asked to discuss 
the relation of rational psychology to education, but replied that he could 
not undertake such a task, since rational psychology has no more relation 
to education than has Egyptology. Dr. Harris takes a different view. He 
tries ' * to show by examples of investigation the method of rational psy- 
chology ; how to reach the most useful insights that furnish clues to psy- 
chology and reveal its method of investigation ; the insight into self-activity 
as the key to the explanation of life and mind." One finds chapters on 
Self-activity, The Three Stages of Thought, Time, Space and Causality, 
Causality and the Absolute, The Logic of Sense Perception (one of Dr. Har- 
ris' s most valuable contributions), and The Freedom of the Will. The first 
part closes with a comparison of the old and new psychologies. The second 
part is entitled * Psychologic Systems. ' It is conceived to be the result arising 
from the application of psychologic method. In this part one finds an effort 
to realize the second or sub-title of the book, namely, ' An Attempt to Show 
the Genesis of the Higher Faculties of the Mind.' The lower faculties are 
conceived as functioning in the production of the higher. A protest is 
made against * inventory psychology ' together with its concurrent doctrine 
of ' harmonious development, ' as a guide to education ; because such a 
doctrine ignores the genesis of higher faculties from the lower, and, in so 
far as it is logically followed, tends to arrest mental development. Self- 
activity, in its unfolding, passes through the stages of feeling, sensation, 
recollection and memory, conception and reason ; it culminates in will, 
which, embracing the other processes in itself, looks down upon them to 
consult, guide, and control. The will educates rather than suffers education. 
The third part of the book deals with ' Psychologic Foundations.' It is an 
application of psychology to solve the most important of the live problems of 
education. Here, perhaps, most of all, one wishes the treatment were not 
so condensed ; for many a subject deserving a volume is turned off with a 
section. Among the chief topics treated we find the following : * The Psy- 
chology of Social Science,' or the idea of participation as giving rise to social 
institutions; following this, we have a description of the 'Institutions that Edu- 
cate,' and ' The Psychology of Nations,' an outline of the contributions to 
civilization made by Judea, Greece, and Rome ; after a chapter on 'Play and 
Crime as Reactions Against the Social Order, ' the ' Psychology of Infancy' is 
treated at some length, the function of imitation being emphasized. The con- 
cluding chapters give an account of the * Psychology of the Course of Study 
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in Schools, Elementary, Secondary, and Higher.' The logically complete 
curriculum embraces five coordinate groups of study : (i) Mathematics, 
time, space, and mechanical relations ; (2) organic nature, geography ; (3) 
literature and art, human nature as feelings, convictions, aspirations ; (4) 
grammar, logic, philosophy of the intellectual structure ; (5) history, the do- 
ings of the greater social self as reaction. 

As special topics, we have the ' Psychology of Quantity, ' the ' Psychology 
of Art and Literature,' and the 'Psychology of Science and Philosophy.' 

Regarding the work as a whole, it may be remarked that the poverty of 
our educational literature is distinctly relieved by the contribution of this 
volume. It forms a lucid summary of the life-work of one of our most 
profound thinkers, who has devoted his whole energy to education. Some 
may be disposed to think that their specialties have obtained scant recog- 
nition, yet the serious reader can but recognize that Dr. Harris has spoken 
for the whole of education. To him, the history of education is but the 
history of civilization from the educational point of view ; the activities of 
the school are not merely for a day, or for an individual as such, but for the 
age, and for the individual as an organic part of a complex civilization. 
The civil man is more than the biologic man; and social intelligence, dis- 
position and habit, more important than the idiosyncracy of the pupil. 

Charles De Garmo. 

SwARTHMORE COLLEGE, April 15, I898. 
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